10 New Year’s Resolutions That Could Save Your Life and Home

Add a little variety to your New Year’s Resolutions this year: try your hand at increasing your home’s chance of surviving wildfire.  The following is a list of ten proven effective protection measures you can take.  Now.  Just think, you could have your resolution out of the way by February, right when your coworkers are starting to slip on their annual diets!

1) Cover all of the vents that enter your home with screening that has mesh 1/4-inch or smaller.  This will help keep wildfire embers, which can travel up to 1 mile, from blowing into your attic.

2) Move your firewood pile 30 feet away from your house.  The last place you’d like an ember to take hold is right under the eaves of your house!

3) Speaking of eaves, box them in with plywood or other ember-resistant material.  Boxing in the eaves will prevent wind currents that hold burning material against overhangs.  Be sure to cut vent holes in the boxing, complete with 1/4-inch or smaller screening.

4) Another way to thwart smoldering embers is to clean all the dry leaves and needles out of your gutters.

5) While you’re on the ladder, trim all the branches that hang within 10 feet of your chimney and any that overhang your roof.  

6) Be sure your home is well marked with 4-inch tall reflective numbers at the end of your driveway (visible from both directions) and on your house itself.  

7) Comply with the Alpine Fire District Ordinance and create defensible space around your home.  “Defensible space” does not mean barren earth, though:  the first 30 feet of your space should be landscaped with irrigated, fire-resistant plants, the remaining 70 feet can be thinned and pruned native specimens to reduce fuel for an approaching flamefront.  Go to www.firesafecouncil.org/education for tips on creating a space that will help fire professionals protect your home.

8) Clear brush within 10 feet of your roads and driveways.  Also trim branches that overhang your driveway up to 14 feet.  As you stand back admiring your handiwork, think about trying to evacuate with that brush engulfed in flames and consider clearing a little more.

9) Box the undersides of any wooden decking to prevent those wind-driven embers from hiding under there.  Fire professionals cite smoldering embers under decking as one of the leading causes of structure ignition during wildfire.

10) Attach a long hose (at least 100’) to an outside faucet.  A hose that reaches around your home can help you prevent a small fire on your property from becoming a blazing inferno.

